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What it does 
The tool models the carbon footprint of each Census district in Virginia.  The sliders enable changes to be made to any area 
and the corresponding changes shown graphically and numerically. 
 
How it works 
The tool references databases from the US Census Bureau, the US Agricultural Census, EIA, DOE, EPA and DOE.  The data 
includes residential, industrial, transportation, mining, landfills and agricultural statistics.  The data is then used by Axiom 
Methods Algorithms to calculate the footprint by census district and category.  
 
What is it used for? 
It is best used as a training tool.  Different locations can be compared over time and the drivers understood quickly.  Changes 
to the built environment can be instantly tested.   
 
How accurate is it? 
The tool does not claim to be totally accurate or replace a rigorous bottom up footprint performed by conducting a physical 
inventory.  Interestingly, it came within 2% of the Residential carbon footprint conducted by Loudoun County personnel.  Other 
comparisons will be made as more county and city footprints are performed. 

 


